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Th i s  s tudy extends Wang ' s  ( 1 997 )  work on 

the perceptual and semantic character ist ics  of 1 3 2 

object contours . We evaluated another set of 1 05 

obj ect  contours that w as examined i n  S nodgras s 

and Vanderwart ' s  ( 1 980)  orig inal work.  Col lege 

students evaluated each picture on five  measures :  

naming  accuracy ,  n ame agreement  ( informat ion  

quantity H ,  percentage of the  domi nant respon se) ,  

fami l i ar i ty ,  subj ec t i v e  compl e x i ty ,  and i m age  

agreement .  The  maj or i ty  of these  p ic tu res  was  

rated as  highly recognizable  and hence can  be used 

for st imu lus  m ateria l s .  Repeating  three p ictures 

from Wang ' s  study , we however found subj ective 

rat ing s  for two contours  on the scal e of i mage 

agreement s ignificantly different from the ratings 

observed by Wan g .  Factors that may cause the 

d i screpancy on  image agreement ,  issue of norm 

stab i l i ty ,  and proper control  of st imul i  from two 

separate norms are al so discu ssed . 
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