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Hindsight bias refers to the phenomenon that. 

upon l earni ng the outcome of an event or the 

answer to a quest ion,  ind iv idua l s  tend to i nflate 

what cou ld  have been predic ted in fore s i gh t .  

Numerou s s t u d i e s  h a v e  d e m o n s tra t ed  the  

phenomenon of h ind 、 ight b ia丶 and i t s  ub iqu i ty .  

Several underly ing mechan i sms  ( e . g . ,  memory­

change hypothesi 、 , evidence-sampling hypothes i s ,  

anchoring and adju stment, and motivation) have 

been proposed for such a phenomenon. However, 

only a few of h inds ight bias studies invest igated 

the explanatory power of these mechanisms .  After 

comparing these mechanisms,  the authors find that 

the e v i dence - s am p l i ng hypo the s i s  i s  more  

concrete and prov ides  an i ndex  of  o u tc o me ­

cons i stent thought rat io for further testing of the 

hypothes i s .  The ma in  p urpose of  the present  

study, thus ,  i s  to investigate the explanatory power 

of the evidence-sampling hypothes is  by analyzing 

the sub」ect 's spontaneous thought l i st ing.  Ninety­

two undergraduate students part ic ipated in the 

two-se s s i o n e x pe r i m e n t .  The e x pe r i m e n t ,  

adopting a within/sub」ect丶 hinds ight bias research 

paradigm, was a one factor (outcome knowledge: 

yes/no) between/sub」ects design study. In Session 

1 ,  the subj ec t  was asked to choose the correct 

answer for each question from two alternati ves ,  

then to state the l ikel ihood that the chosen answer 

was indeed correct .  In sess ion 2 ,  the 丶ubject was 

informed of, for each question, the correct answer 

and was asked to recal l  the chosen answer and 

the probabi lity reported in Sess ion I .  The sub」ect

was further asked to write down any thoughts that 

i nfl uenced h i s/her current answer choice.  After 

some data transformations ,  the mean magnitude 

of h indsight bias and the mean outcome-consistent 

thought ratio丶 were computed separately for the 

outcome group and no outcome group. The results 

showed that subj ects  with outcome knowledge 

indeed exh ibi ted h inds ight  b i a s .  Neverthe les s ,  

there  were  no d i ffe re n c e s  in  the ou t come­

cons i stent thought rat ios  between subjects  with 

and without outcomes. The results of the present 

s tudy  do not 丶upport the ev idence- 、amp l ing

hypothe s i s  for h inds ight b i a s .  Some  poss ib le  

problems and under ly ing mechanisms are further 

d i scussed .  

Keywords: H i nds ight  b i as ,  Ev idence sampl ing ,  

Thought l i st ing analys i s .  


