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Purposes: The present study examined the profile of adaptive functioning in preschool children with autism 
spectrum disorders (ASDs) and its relationship to cognitive competence and severity of autistic symptoms. Methods: 
Adaptive behavior skills were assessed using the Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales -- Second Edition (VABS-II). 
Participants were 81 ASD children with chronological age (CA) between 26 and 61 months. In the first analysis, 32 
ASD children with CA between 42 and 52 months, 30 children with developmental delay (DD) (CA: 42-52 months), and 
31 typical-developing children (TD) (CA: 27-49 months). They were closely matched for mental age, nonverbal mental 
age, and verbal mental age. The second analysis involved a total of 81 ASD children. They were divided into high 
functional autistic spectrum disorders (HFASD) and low functional autistic spectrum disorders (LFASD) by developmental 
quotient. Results: The VABS-II analysis revealed a ‘motor > communication = daily living skills > socialization’ profile 
as indexed by standard score and age equivalence. This was counter to the profile ‘daily living skills > communication 
> socialization’ presumed to be shown in autism. Overall, children with ASD lagged behind the two non-ASD groups. In 
the second analysis, partial correlation analysis controlling cognitive status showed that none of VABS-II domains were 
correlated to diagnostic features as reported by the Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule (ADOS) in either HFASD 
or LFASD. Conclusions: The present findings suggest that there is no ‘autism-specific profile’ in preschoolers with ASD. 
Children with ASD exhibited a weakness in socialization domain even their cognitive competency was controlled.
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