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Y e h  ( 1 995 ) wa 丶 the fi r、 t to  propose  t h e  
concept o f  "fi l ia l  d i l emma" t o  categorize parent
ch i l d  confl i cts in Ch ine 、e fam i l ie s .  S i x  d i s t in ct 
types of fi l i al d i lem mas and five type丶 of offspring 
di  l e m ma-re s o l v i n g 丶 trateg i e 丶 have s i n c e  been 
identified .  The 丶 i x fi l i al d i l emmas are as  fol l ows :  
( I )  uneth ica l  or  i mmoral demands by the parent 
( s ) ,  ( 2 )  confl i c t s  between parental demands and 
the c h i l d ' 丶 expectat i o n s , ( 3 )  parental demands  
exceeding the  ch i ld ' 丶 abi l i t ies , (4 )  the i nabi l i ty to 
m ee t  fi l i a l  re s p o n 、 i b i l i t i e s b e c a u s e  s /he  i s  
overloaded wi th other ob l igat ions ,  ( 5 )  the  c h i ld 
caught i n  the midd le  of a spousal  d i sagreement ,  
and ( 6 )  the parent ( s )  behaving  in  an unreasonab le  
manner .  The fi ve  d i l emma-reso l v i n g  s trateg ies  
are conceptual i zed in  a two-dimens iona l  mode l :  
"the emphasi 丶 on parental 卟hes and welfare" and 
"the empha、 i 丶 on the offspr ing ' s  own wishe丶 and
welfare" .  The 5 d i lemma-reso lv ing  strategies  are 
( I )  the 丶elf- 、acr ifice type, ( 2 )  the u t i l i tarian type, 
( 3 ) the compat ib i l i ty type, (4)  the escape type, and 
( 5 )  the compromi s i ng type.  Th is  paper maintai n s  
t hat Y e h ' 丶 m ode l i s  u n c l ear on  whether  each  
d i l em ma-reso l v i n g  s trategy i s  defi ned  by t h e  
"attempt丶" or t h e  "consequences" o f  the 丶trategy.
For example,  a l though the  se lf- sacrifice  strategy 
imp l i e丶 that the offspri ng  i ntent丶 to deva lue  h i s/ 
her own welfare to promote parental sat i sfact ion ,  
the c h i l d ' 丶 good i nten t ions  may not  necessari l y  
produce t h e  i ntended re、u l t s . Se l f- sacrifice m ay 
lead to parental  concern and regret that was not 
ant ic ipated before or dur ing the i mp lemen tat ion 
of the s trategy.  

T h i s  pap e r  e x a m i n e s  t h e  fe a s i b i l i t y  of  

u t i l i z i ng both  t h e 冗 o l v i ng a t tempt 丶" and
"reso l v i n g  consequences"  concepts to ana lyze 
parent-ch i ld  fi l i al confl icts and pattern丶 of confl ic t  
reso l u t i o n .  I t  a l so e ndeavors to rea l i z e  how 
parent -c h i l d  re lat i o n s h i p s  are con structed and 
revealed i n  Tai wanese prime-t ime dramas .  The 
data drawn from Lay ( 1 996)  i nc l uded s ix  drama、
that debuted on the three maj or TV networks i n  
Taiwan during 1 995 .  Two thousand four hundred 
and thirty-one parent-chi ld  interact ion丶 from fifty
n i ne pare nt-c h i ld dyad丶 ( i nc l ud ing i n - l aws  and 
grandparent-grandc h i l d  dyad丶 ） in 267 one-hour 
episodes were coded. The data analyses examined 
( I )  the  as soc i at ion  between the  types of fi l i a l  
d i l emmas and the pattern丶 of d i l emma-reso lv ing 
strategie、 , ( 2 )  the compati b i l i ty between attempts 
and consequences of each reso lv ing 丶trategy . ( 3 ) 
the  ex ten t  of  each type of fi l i al d i l emmas as a 
funct ion of the compatibi  I i ty between the attempts 
and the consequence 丶 of the appl i ed di l emma
reso lv i ng 丶trategy, (4 ) gender d i fferences  i n  the 
fi l i a l  d i l emmas  faced ,  the  re 、o l v i n g 丶trateg ies
appl i ed ,  and the  consequences  rece i ved by the 
o ffspr i ng  and t h e  paren t  after  i m p l emen t i n g  
various  d i l emma-resolv ing 寸rateg ies , and ( 5 )  the 
consequences of apply ing  "dece iv ing act ion〈· to
re 、o l ve fi l i a l  c o n fl i c t s .  S i x  types  of  fi l i a l  
d i l e mmas were col lapsed i nto t w o  categories to 
reduce the number of vari abl e s  and s i mpl i fy the 
data anal y s i s .  The "b i -d i rec t iona l  d i l emmas" 
category cons i sted of  d i l e m m as that orig i nated 
from confl icts  between parental demands and the 
ch i ld ' 丶 expectat ions and from the ch i ld ' s  i nabi l ity 
to meet the fi l ia l  respons ib i l i t i e丶 becau 、e of other 
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ob i  iga t ion 丶 The "auth or i tar ian  d i l e m m as "  

category cons isted of  di l emmas that orig inated 

from unethical or i mmoral demands by the parent 

( s ) , from parental demands exceeding  the chi l d ' s  

ab i l i t i e s ,  a n d  from u n re a s o n ab l e  b e h a v i ors  

exerci sed by  the parent( s ) .  

R e s u l t s  r e v e a l e d  that  the  " u t i l i t ar i an 

strategy" was most frequent ly uti l i zed to resolve 

" b i - d i re c t i o n a l  d i l e m m a s "  w h i l e  the  " s e l f

sacrifice strategy" was most frequently employed 

to re s o l v e  "au thor i ta r ian  d i l em m a s " .  T h e  

"compatib山ty strategy" ,  the m o s t  adaptable  of  

Yeh ' s  ( 1 995 ) s trateg ies ,  on ly 唧eared e leven 

t imes i n  the 209 d i l emma-reso lv i ng strateg ies  

recognized in the sample .  Moreover, the  att叩pts

and the consequences of three of the five dilemma

re s o l v i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  w e r e  i n c o m p at i b l e .  

Anticipated consequences emerged only  when the 

protagonists app l ied "se lf- sacri fice" or "escape" 

confl ict resolutions that were considered the least 

adaptabl e  of the five reso lv ing  strategies .  The 

i n c o mpati bi l i ty be tween  d i l e m ma-re so l v i ng 

at tem p t s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w a s  e s pe c i a l l y  

profound i n 丶 trateg ies that  were preceded by 

"authoritarian di lemmas" .  

In  conclus ion,  the dramas sampled here in  

described the  resolution patterns of  parent-chi ld 

confl icts i n  a very tradit ional manner. Chi ldren 

were l ikely to sacrifice their own welfare even if 

t h e i r  pare n t s ' req u i rem e n t s  were i m mora l ,  

u nreasonabl e ,  or transcended their  ch i l dren ' 、

ab i l i t i e s .  I n  terms of  gender d i fferences ,  the 

dramas depicted conflicts between mother and son 

more often than other parent-chi ld dyads. Sons 

were more l i ke ly  to face "bi-directional conflict'' 

than "authoritarian confl ict" espec ial ly with their 

mothers . Sons  were a l so  more l i ke ly  to adopt 

" u t i l i t ar i a n "  or " c o m p ro m i s i n g "  d i l emma

resolv ing 丶trategies wh i l e  daughter丶 were prone 

to use  "se lf- sacrifice" strategies .  This  fi nding 

sugges ts  that  TV dramas s t i l l  i mpose female 

stereotypes on  their audience.  Future research 

endeavors shou ld  investigate whether and how 

audiences ut i l ize the messages implied in dramas 

and integrate the parent-ch i ld  interaction script、

into their knowledge or schema of parent-ch i ld  

rel ationships .  
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