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An Analysis of Adolescent Family Interactions :
Measurement and Typology.
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From a family system perspective, the pre-
sent study aimed to explore the dynamic patterns
of family systems level. In view of the research
deficiencies stated in the literature, the authors
suggest that a more sophisticated statistic
method, namely, Latent Structure Model can be
used to analyze the data. Three hundred and
sixty-two high school students as well as their
parents and one sibling answered the “Family
System Questionnaire” developed from a ground-
ed theory base. The measurements include specif-
ic concepts of cognitive interchange, emotional

expression and problem solving. Results indicat-
ed that cohesive family and disengaged family
are two major and significant patterns of family
systems. In addition, sixteen family interaction
patterns were also defined to illustrate the
dynamic processes between fathers, mothers,
adolescent children and their siblings. The effects
of indigenous psychology and practical implica-
tions were also discussed.
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